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Greetings to you all.

IT IS 20 YEARS since the West Moss-side Centre and Hayloft opened its doors. So many
wonderful events and workshops have taken place over the years. And so many friends

made.

Today we are beginning to waken to the spring time. Longer days, Curlews calling, Cuckoo

Flower flowering and Cows soon to calve. First swallow and cuckoo eagerly awaited ....

The workshop programme

April 21st Peat Restoration Rewilding Learning

& - rewilding for
@@= THEBIG PICTURE | M dm
Day
Join this Learning Day to explore this important ecosystem and learn more about how to
survey and restore peatland areas, the day will include a deep dive into Flanders Moss

National Nature Reserve with James Banks. Only a few places left.

Book Now FULLY BOOKED


https://us8.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotlandbigpicture.com%2Flearning-days%2Fpeatland-restoration&xid=52bb7029c5&uid=30209615&iid=1d2f2a46eb&pool=cts&v=2&c=1775424995&h=fdf83a77781ebc7a6db4d480d3136d807c43ff08d70b7612866d9b155ac46a85

Craft and Art Creative Workshops
9th May and 10th May

An immersive weekend of creativity - come for one or both!

Sat 9th May

‘A PAPER WALRK’
@ West Moss-side
SAT MAY 9™

A
An Infrod?‘,é‘l\gon to making
N

paper usinﬁvorogedk fibres
wH’h G‘? reia Crook
Use plants sve moss, rushes ¢ Jeaves

to make the sheets and then form them
into mini notebooks to take home
West Mess~side, Thornhill, Sflr{ir\g Frig3qd
Materials and refreshments inclvded
For booking emaift
kate@westmossside.com
www.westmoessside.com

I am very excited to welcome Georgia back to West Moss-side. This is the first of two

workshops exploring how we can capture the essence of memory and place.

£95 including all materials and refreshments. Bring a potluck lunch to share.

Book now to reserve your place email kate@westmossside.com

Georgia's second workshop, a weekend session (June 27th/28th, TBC), invites you into
the world of 3D creation. Guided by Georgia, we’ll craft vessels inspired by the landscape,
working with natural materials, paper, and experiment with10,000+ -year-old marine clay
shaped by West Moss-side’s seaside origins. Intrigued?

Confirmation of date and more details to follow.

£190.00 Book now to reserve your place email kate@westmossside.com
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Willow Bark
Sunday 10th May 10.00 —4.30
with
Kate Sankey

Come and enjoy learning the skills of working with willow
bark, including the harvesting and peeling of the bark

Beginners very welcome

£95.00 including all materials, refreshments & home baking
Bring a potluck lunch to share

Limited spaces - book now - contact Kate Sankey
kate@westmossside.com
07870 156502
West Moss-side Thornhill FK8 3QJ
Follow on Facebook and Instagram

Sunday 10th May

The sap will be rising so join me for a day of celebrating willow bark: from stripping and
rolling the leather-like material to designing and creating a beautiful pot or pouch. Inspired

by the native people of the NW Pacific.

Book now to reserve your place kate@westmossside.com FULLY BOOKED
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More willow basketry:

18th/19th July Zarzo baskets

with Max Johnston and Kate Sankey

Join Kate and Max to weave a Zarzo basket. These unique baskets are Northern Spanish
in origin, and their flat, open weave makes them perfect for flower and herb gathering and
drying. This workshop is suitable for absolute beginners and improvers alike, and all
participants will take home 1 or 2 completed Zarzo baskets. £200.00 includes materials

and refreshments. Bring a potluck lunch to share.

Book now to reserve your place

email kate@westmossside.com

5th/6th September Traditional Basketry for Improvers

Confirmation of basket and tutor to follow - do you have a preference? : what about a
medium log basket with rope handles, or maybe a quarter cram (fitching). or shopper with

handle or .... email me your ideas.
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Art Events and Exhibitions

Open Studios Stirlingshire
19th - 27th September

The West Moss-side Collective is back for another year - New works from Kate (baskets
and weaving), Graham (paintings), Michael (photography), Gillie (jewellery) & Jessica
(animation). West Moss-side will be transformed to celebrate the breadth of

creativity. Put the date in your diary.

Quick update on the Beavers -

They have been beavering away. We've built a beaver exclusion zone to protect the
special basket-making willows; we've protected the trees along the river and we've planted
lots and lots of fast growing willow especially for them. We still don't know how many there

are but | feel | am getting to know them! The canalised river is beginning to naturalise.

03/12/2026  00:28 AM 44°F
Beavers have been busy over the winter.



Beavers have built themselves an impressive lodge- will there be kits soon?

I'll look forward to seeing you soon.

Thank you to everyone who has helped make West Moss-side the place it is. Especially to Graham
and Jim and Cameron, Jill and Faith, and all those who have helped with willow harvesting, tree

planting, yurt building and dismantling and lots more....
Oh and | forgot to remind you that | have Shetland Beef for sale from the freezer.
Taste the wildness of Flanders Moss - help conserve a very rare breed; help with restoration of the

Moss; contribute to increasing biodiversity, support a small local producer - and JUST ENJOY!

Kate Sankey 13th April 2026
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